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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT PURSUANT TO 37 CFR § 
1.98(i) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The documents cited on attached form PTO-1449 are being called to the 
attention of the Examiner for placement in the file of the subject application in accordance with 
37 CFR § 1.98(i). Copies of the cited documents are enclosed. These documents, which have 
recently become available to Applicants' U.S. representative, were submitted in oppositions 
filed against a corresponding European Patent No. 0682040 in the European Patent Office 
(EPO). Applicants note that essentially all of the references submitted in the oppositions have 
been previously submitted to and considered by the Examiner in the subject application. 
Therefore, previously submitted references have not been cited in this information disclosure , 
statement. 
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This information disclosure statement is being filed after payment of issue fee. 
Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.98(i) and MPEP § 609B(4), Applicants request that the IDS be placed 
in the file of the subject application. 

As provided for by 37 CFR 1 .97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that 
the information and references cited are prior art merely because they are cited in the 
information disclosure statement and no representation is being made that a search has been 
conducted or that the information disclosure statement encompasses all the possible relevant 
information. 

Applicants believe that no fee is required for submission of this statement. 
However, if a fee is required, the Commissioner is authorized to deduct such fee from the 
undersigned's Deposit Account No. 20-1430. Please deduct any additional fees from, or credit 
any overpayment to, the above-noted Deposit Account. 
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